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a pathetic effort, on the part of twentieth-century Western Youth, to
begin again, from the bottom, the ascent of the spiritual ladder, by
setting its foot clumsily on the lowest rung. The tragedy of the
Western World, in this age, was its division against itwelf through a
conflict between an ancestral Church which had lost- its hold over
the masses, and a generation which had gone a-whoring after false
gods under the delusion that it was recapturing its lost* spiritual
birthright.

(/>) THE SITUATION OTST THE EVE OK THK G H
NATIONAL-SOCIALIST REVOLUTION OK 1933
With this wider background and prospect in mind, we may proceed
to examine the immediate antecedents of the German National-
Socialist Revolution of 1933, the course of tho Revolution itself, and
the changes which these events in Germany produced on the inter-
national situation.
If the international position of Germany on the 30th January, 1933,
when Herr Hitler came into power, be compared with her position
on the 10th January, 1920, when the Versailles Treaty came into
force, it will be seen that, during the intervening thirteen years,
Germany had made substantial progress towards the recovery of that
moral and material position in the World which she had enjoyed
before the War. It will also be found that, if Germany's victorious
opponents are to be held responsible for the obvious elements of
inequity, vindictiveness and unwisdom in the terms of peace, they
are also entitled to credit for the considerable mitigations of these
terms which they had afterwards accorded voluntarily to their
defeated adversary during these years when Germany was incapable
of extorting concessions because she remained still prostrated by the
shock of defeat. For example, the evacuation, by the Allied military
forces, of the occupied German territory in the Rhineland had been
completed on the 30th June, 1930: that is to say, fully four and a
half years in advance of the latest date contemplated in the Versailles
Treaty for the evacuation of the third of the three zones into which
the occupied territory was dissected in Article 428.1 Again, a virtually
final liquidation of German Separations had been negotiated between
Germany and the creditor Powers at the Lausanne Conference of
1932, at a time when Germany's ex-opponents in the War had not
yet succeeded in obtaining release from their own War Debts to their
ex-associate the United States.2 On the other hand, during these
1  See the Survey for 1929 1 Part III, section (i).
2  See the Survey for 1932, Part II, section (i).